Compare and Contrast Assignment: White Fang vs. The Call of the Wild
Assignment Overview
Both White Fang and The Call of the Wild by Jack London tell stories about animals in the wild. Your job is to compare these two stories by writing a short essay about how they are similar and different.

Your Assignment
Write a 4-paragraph essay (about 400-500 words) comparing White Fang and The Call of the Wild. Choose ONE of the topics below to focus on, then pick ONE writing format.

Topic Choices - Pick ONE
Topic 1: The Main Characters
Compare Buck and White Fang as characters.
Topic Ideas:
· How are they similar?
· How are they different?
· What happens to each character by the end of their story?
Topic 2: Wild vs. Tame
Compare how each story illustrates the difference between wildlife and living with humans.
Topic Ideas:
· Which character moves toward the wild? Which moves toward humans?
· What does each character learn about living wild vs. living with people?
· What do you think Jack London is trying to say about where animals belong?
Topic 3: The Role of Humans
Compare how humans treat the animal characters in both stories.
Topic Ideas:
· Who are the kind humans in each story?
· Who are the mean humans?
· How do these different humans change Buck and White Fang?

Topic 5: The Theme of Survival
Compare how the theme of survival is presented in both stories.
Topic Ideas:
· What different types of survival challenges does each character face?
· How does each character learn to survive (what survival skills do they develop)?
· What does each story teach about what it takes to survive in a harsh world?
· How do the survival lessons in each story compare - are they the same or different?

Writing Format Choices - Pick ONE
Format A: Point-by-Point
Compare both stories on each point as you go.
Structure:
· Paragraph 1: Introduction with thesis
· Paragraph 2: First comparison point (how both stories handle this aspect)
· Paragraph 3: Second comparison point (how both stories handle this aspect)
· Paragraph 4: Conclusion
Format B: Block Format
Discuss one complete story, then the other complete story, and then compare.
Structure:
· Paragraph 1: Introduction with thesis
· Paragraph 2: Focus entirely on The Call of the Wild
· Paragraph 3: Focus entirely on White Fang
· Paragraph 4: Compare both stories and conclude

What You Need to Include
✅ At least 2 quotes - 1 from each book (with page numbers)
✅ Clear topic sentences for each paragraph
✅ Examples from both stories
✅ Explanation of what your examples mean
✅ Proper spelling and grammar
· 
· fear, loneliness, and pain

Completion Checklist
Before you turn in your essay, check:
· ☐ I chose one topic and one format
· ☐ I have a minimum of 4 paragraphs (intro, body 1, body 2, conclusion)
· ☐ I used at least 2 quotes with page numbers
· ☐ I followed my chosen format consistently
· ☐ I explained what my examples mean
· ☐ I checked my spelling and grammar
· ☐ My essay is 400-500 words

Need Help?
Can't decide on a format?
· Choose Point-by-Point if you want to compare specific aspects side-by-side
· Choose Block Format if you want to fully discuss each story separately first
Stuck finding quotes? Look for:
· Times when characters make important decisions
· Descriptions of how characters feel
· Moments when humans help or hurt the animals
· Parts where the setting (wild vs. civilization) is important

